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(57) Abstract: Liquid is supplied by a supply mechanism (72) to between a iens (42) and a wafer (W) on a slage via a supply port 
(36) on one side of the lens (42), and the iiquid is recovered by the recovering mechanism (74) via a recovery lube (52) on the other 
side of the lens (42). When the supply and the recovery of the liquid are carried out concurrently, a iiquid (always recirculating) of a 
specified amount is retained between the lens (42) and the substrate (W) on the stage. Therefore when an exposure is made (pattern 
f^j transfer onto the substrate) with this condition kept, an immersion method is applicable to allow a pattern to be transferred on the 
If) substrate with a good accuracy When the liquid leaks out from under the lower end (32g) a peripheral wall, the liquid not recovered 
is recovered by an auxiliary recovering mechanism (76) via a slit (32h 3 or 32h 4 ). Accordingly, no liquid will remain on the substrate. 
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